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A Narrative " 


Containing the Occaſion of the follow- 


mg LETTER. 


' Promiſe not} to give any account 
= at this time of tlie Controverſy 
occaſion'd by Mr. TOLAND's 
> Book, nor to enter irito the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe on either ſide. His 
Adverſaries feem not yet weary of 
writing againſt him ; and when the 
have once done, it will be early enoukh 
then for him to teply, if ke ſees reaſon 
fo to do: For it would be an endleſs 
hbour to make Azſwe#s feverally to {0 
many as may concern thetnſelves in 
this Diſpute. My deſign is only to 
ſhew what Treatment hereceiv'd trom 
ſome People in Ireland, as far as that 
rhay ſerve to fet the Letrer annexed to. 
this Narrative 1n its proper light. And 
F ſhall rake care to inſert nothing, but 
ſuch nororious matters of Fatt tat no 
obſerving Perfon in Da#liz, or T might 
fly pertaps in che Kingdom, -cati pre- 
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tend Ignorance concerning them, or 
dm y mA wCCCCT T7. 
Mr. To. ano was ſcarcely arriv'd 
1 that--Country, when he;found'him- 
felf warmly attack'd from the Pwlpit, 
which at the beginning could-not but 
ſtartle the People, whojtill, then were 
equal Strangers to him and” his Book ; 
yet they became-in a.little trme ſo- well 
accuſtom'd to thigSubjeRt, that. it 
as much expected of courle as if. it 
been preſcrib'd_in the Rubrick.. 
occalion'd, a Noble Lord tq giveat for. 
a reaſon why, he frequented not the 
Church as formerly, that, inſtead of 
his Saviour JESUS CHRIST, one 
FOHN TOLAND wasall the Diſs, 
courſe there.. But how , unworthy, a 
Member ſoever of the Chriftian Rehi- 
gion Mr,”ToLanp may be, he's {till 
{o ſenſible of the Obedience, he. juſtly. 
o\es to its moſt Divine. Precepts, . that. 
he dares not allow himſelf. to. make; 
any returns in the ſame Dialect to what, 
was liberally utterd againſt him in that 
Jude 9. place. We read, an Archargel was not; 
permitted to rail againſt the very De- 
vil; and if Mr. ToLanD had not 
- innumerable Paſſages of the Goſpel to, 
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read, and thoſe that did cogfels'd not 
| >» i: tut 1 


for 'Mer. TorakdD. 
teſtrgin him, 'yet the Reverence all 

Men ow to their own Perſons join'd 
to the Rulesof common Civility,would 
be powerful etongh to keep him from 
beftowing any indecent Expreſſions or 
RefleQtions upon his Oppoſers. Nor is 
hefuch a ſtranger tothe former Ages or 
the preſent, as not to perceive that paſſi- 
omte or violent Proceedings never yet 
gin Credit toa Cazſe ; nor produc'd 
any other Effteatsupor the Enemies of it, 
but to make *em'abhor it the more. 

” But when this rough handling bf 
him in the Pit (where he conld not 
have word about) proved infigntfi- 
cant, the Grand Jury was follicited-to 
preſent. him for a Book that was writ- 
ten and publiſh'd 'in Erzg/and, And 
to gain'the readier Compliance, the Pre- 
ſentment of. the Grand Fury of Middle. 
ſex '\was printed in Dablin with an 
emphatical Title, and cry*d about the 
Streets. So Mr. ToLanD was ac- 
cordingly preſented there the laſt day 
of 'the Term in the Court of Kzng's- 
Bench, the Jarors not grounding their 
proceeding uponany particular Paflages 
of his Book, which moſt of ?em never 
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[i Þ to underſtand. Thus in the Reign of 
[| Hen«y VI. one * John STErngns 
| was prefented by a Jury in Southwark, 
25 a Man, ſay they, we knqw not what ta 

make of him, and that hath Books we know 

ot what they are. In the mean time thoſe 

of either Sex who had any intimacy 

with Mr. Tor aN p, or that fayour'd 

him with their familiar Conyerſation, 

were branded as his. Proſelytes, and 
Lifts of their Names induftriquſly 
ven about ; altho thoſe. worthy. Per; 

jans (for he always choſe the beſt 

Company). had never diſcours'd him 

{| of Religion, nor had many of *em then 
1 ſeen his Book. And ſofar was he him- 
| | ſelf from making his Opinions the Sube- 
je& of his common Talk, that, not- 
withſtanding repeated Proyocations, he 
purpoſely declun'd ſpeaking of ?em at 
all; which made his Adverſaries (who 
Nipr no handle of decrying him) inſi- 
 nuate that he was not the real Author 
of the Piece going under his Name. 
Burt if they were ſ{crious, and this was 
not another Artifice to make him own 
it, 1 would fain know what made them 
ſo 
"» Bacbn's Hiſtorical Difcaurſe of the Government of 

Eogland, Part 2. cap. 17. $48. 151, ; 
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for Mx. T.oranD. 


ſoangry witha Man whomthey ought. 
ws Col deſpiſe: For if there be 
any: Poiſon (as. ' hope there.is none) 
in that, Book, the ſpreading of it in 
Ireland is wholly: owing 'to the Ma- 
nagement of thoſe, who would-be 
thought moſt to oppoſe it. ;- © 
. We muſt not forget thatin- a few 
days after the preſent Lords Juſtices of 
that Kingdom landed, the-Recorder of 
Dzblin, Mr. Hancock, preſented 
Mr, ToLa Np: to* their Excellencies 
after a yay obliging manner; for in his 
Congratulatory Harangue inthe name 
of his Corporation, whereof ' by the 
way he ſpoke not a word, he begg'd 
their ys pr would protect the 
CHURCH from all its Enermes, bur 
particularly from the TOLANDISTS,a 
Set, Pm ſure, thoſe Noble Perſonsne&er 
heard of before. The late Lords Juſtices, 
the Earls of Montrath and Drogheda, 
were more neglected at leaſt in the 
ſame Speech ; tho all Ireland cannot. 
without the blackeft Ingratitude but 
acknowledg, thar they never liv'd' be- 
fore under a more prudent, juſt, and 
peaceable Admimitration : For as the 
gave no occationsof Complaint in their 
A 4 Go- 
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Government, ſo werethereno/Mujmmw: . 


rings _—_— them.bur only of fuchzas;? 
through a perpetual deſire, of Change) 
are always Enemies to their own and: 
the Country's Happineſs. Mr: Foc 
LANÞ: being thus' made a Hereſiargh' 


in ſo publick a place, whereall the No-- 


bility and' Gentry ofthe Kingdom then 
in Town were preens ogcafion'd every. - 
body to hunt for his-Book' which was! 
very ſcatce; . arid his Enemies /alſo-took' 
that Pretext of denominating all his 
Acquaintance TOLANDIST'S, how: 
different ſoever they were from him or- 
one'another intheir Sentiments. - © 
From the Pulpit, from the Jury, and 
the 'Court; he muſt take his next turn 
at the Preſs; from whence there iſfu'd 
a Book faid to be an Anſwer to hinv in 
particular; and to all others who ſet 
up Reafon® and Evidence in oppoſition 
to Revelation'and: Myſteries, "Fhis'im-- 
ports that Mr. ToL amp made Reaſon 


and Revelation contradictory. But 


how well-the Author of the ſaid Book, 
Mr. PzsTt x Brow N, ſenor Fellow of 
Trinity College near Dublin, has prov'd 
this or the reſt of 'his Undertaking, is" 
referr*d tothe impartial Reader's Judg- 
ment, 


for M4. Toramo. i. 
menty- \If-hard'Languige woukd"do 
infteadofitrang Arguments, wemight 
eaflly determine' who! had 'the. better 7 
end of the Controverſy; andif you be= 
lieve Mr. Bxow w hunfelf, he aſſures 
| you'that US can be ſhewn where oe pap, 81. 
Link. of \his\ reaſoning ' fails, hel make | 
it up again ſo firm, that it ſhall 'uever be 
au#0xe. Indeed T don't believe Mr.'F.o- 

L a N p'defipnsto give him any trouble 

of that kind, 6 -that' his 'Reaſoxs are+ 

like xo continue as good as ever they ' 

were; But:Mr. B xo w x's Book comes 

now under Confideratidn:as 1t was one 

of the Machines uwented ito 'render 

Mr. Tor anD dangerous or odious. 

And this he does not 'vnly by endea- 
vouring all along to prove-him 4 off | 
txveterate Enemy to all Reveal'd Rets- Pag. 79. 
2ion; but he expreſly folicits the Civil 
Magpiſtrate to take a courfe with him, 

which looks not very generous in an 
Anſwertr, how rauch concern ſoever he 

may pretend for his Faith.. In one . 

place he ſays, 1 have no more to do here pag. 135. 
but to deliver him ap into the hands of 

our Governors, We way confaute his Er- 

rors, but "tis they only can ſuppreſs his. 
Inſolence ; we only can endeavour to heal 
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| 10 4 AvroLoGcy 
thoſe already infeited, "tis they alone can 
hinder the Infeition from ſpreading fur- 
Pap. 144. ther. | And afterwards he adds, Here 
Bp I _ deliver him into agubavan 
| .the Magiſtrate, not mov'd by any heat 
| of Pars bat by fach a hh '; cv 
every Chriſtian to have for his Religion. 
I am fully fatisfy*d this murdering Zeal 
; is not inſpir'd by Genuine Chritzanity; 
| and as for his want of Paſſion, the 
| Toquiſitors themſelves ſhew. as much 
ſeeming ReluQtance againſt killing or. 
| maiming of thoſe whom they procure 
| tobe condemw'd for-Hereticks. Atthe 
very inſtant they deliver *em over to 
the Secular Power, they addreſs them- 
ſelves to the Magiſtrate in theſe terms; 
We moſt earneſtly beſeech you, my : Lord 
Fudg, that for the love of God, and from 
| « ſenſe of Piety and Mercy, 4s well as 
| out of regard to our Entreaties, you would 
| neither infliftt the loſs of Life or Limb. 
| pon this miſerable Creature *,' "Tho at 


| | the fame time, if the Judg ſhould take 
| | | the 


= 


| * Domine Judex, rogamus vos cum omni affettu 

quo polſinus, ut amore Dei, pietatis & milericordix 
incilir, & noſtraram interventu precaminum, miſer- 
rim? huic avullum mortts vel myrtilationis pertculum 
{nt&ratis. 
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for Mr. Tolanp. 11 


the holy Fathers at their word, they 
would 'infallibly excommunicate him 
for his ready Obedience, whereof they 
are ſo fond in all caſes but thoſe of 
Fuſtice and Clemency, which is the Mot- 
to of their Standard. Here we may 
obſerve. how ſtrangely Words of a 
good ſignification'may-be detorted to 
countenance very ill Attions, Thus 
to abuſe a Man is inthe Language of 
ſome term'd Zeal, and fo it is to mur- 
der him in that of others; nor were 
the barbarous 1r:þ wanting to ſanQi- 
fy their Maſſacre by that Name. 
- But leſt the broaching of ſimple 
Hereſies ſhould not ſerve the turn, 
Mr. T or a N p muſt by all means be 
made the Head of a Set, and of no 
ordinary one; for, if you credit 
Mr.B « o w N,he deſigns to be as famons pag, 152. 
an Impoftor s ManomeT. Tocon- 
firm this Character, which was well 
enough invented to amuſe the People 
with vain Terrors, there was a ridi- 
culous Story handed about, whether 
true or falſe God knows; for Mr. T o- 
LAN Þ remembers nothing of the mar- 
ter. '? Tis ſaid, in ſhort, that about 
the fourteenth Year of his Age he 
gravely 
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gravely declar'dihe would-be the Head 
of. #4 Set, &err:he was: Thioty;':and 
before he-was forty he ſhottld-make as 
great-a {tir jn. the;Commanwtaith as 
CROMWE Hever did... Riformieneatts, 
Here's an old Prophecy :foundsri:a Bog 
with a witneſs, and: which Mr. #1:s N- 
c o'c x and, Mt. BRown havailabour'd 
to; fulfil in part,'thiit ſuperſtitious Folks 
might trepidlyapprehend'the event of 

P22. 164. the reſt, Mr,Brxow x ſays,: Thereal 
deſign of this Man is plainly. no other 
than what he formerly. declar*d, \and 
what he openly affetts, to be \the: Head 
of a Sect ; and doubts not but he has 4 

Pag. 166, £7eat deal more to ſay, whenever this 

| new Set of his becomes ſo numerous that 
they ſhall outbrave the Laws, and. laboar 

for. a: publick Reformation of the Myſte- 

1104s Dofrines of the m_ Would 

any. body believe this, did they- not 

ſee it plainly own'd in Print ? Nay he 

Pg. 121, tells us that he has trac'd this Hereſiarch 
from the time he firſt gave out he would 
be Head of a SeCt before he was thirty 
Tears of Age, till he became an Author, 

= and from thence to his coming into Ire- 

'.-.". Jand to ſpread his Hereſies, and put his 

' Deſign in execution. I aſſure him he 
wants 
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wants: two. Years-{tll: of. Tharty;. agd 
X fils Dilceples (as theſe call'd) take 
ngt other, meaſures than he.did eo<re} 
that ſame Seft in Irefepq, Se. PaTracX 
nay ſegurely.poſſels his Apoftlefip m 


that Kingdom tall, Noomiday, which 


io njogour IM by OL qo D \does. hot 
wy him... ought not by. any means 
Ms here the Sagacity: of..a-certain 
Gentleman,. who wonder*d.at his Im- 
pudence. for:preſuming to ſet up.a;new 
Religion in, their Country, where he 
had not a foot of Land ; which incles 
me to beheve he has, met with better 
Records. of. the Apoſtles Poſſefons 
than-Mr:; Tor axmp could: in all his 
reading. -: ' | 
_ Well then, if all this wo?nt do, what 
ſhall we.make of him next? He muſt 
een be repreſented as dangerous to the 
Government ; and truly ſo he's liks.to 
be if. 1riſþ Preſages hold- good, for 
their Prophecies were never worth. a 


tfarthing. . How far Mer in power, ſays Pag. 172. 


Mr. BxowN, according to their ſeveral 
Stations, are oblig*d to intermedale. in 
Point of Conſcience, T ſhall not now __ 
But fare Tam in point of Policy it is become 
0 leſs than neceſſary : for the W, rrers of 

. Frts 
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this ſtrain have given broad hints that they 
are as little friends to our Government, 
as our Religion. This Man can ſay that 
MAGISTRATES are made for the 
PEOPLE, andevery one knows what Doc- 


inſinuate by this SAYING. O! isit there- 
abouts then? Why truly, the DoQtrine 
of Paſſive Obedience was w © 3p by 
this ſame Sayzng, which Mr. Tor anp 
acknowledges to be one fair Quotation. 
James the Second was juſtly abdica- 
ted according to this Saying, becauſe he 
was an Enemy to the People for whom 
he was made a Kzrg; and our moſt 
Glorious Hero W1r L1 a m the Third 

the Reſtorer of Univerſal Peace and 
Liberty, was inveſted with the Su- 
preine Power by the honeſt People of 
Great Britain, tor whoſe good he has 
indefatigably employ'd it ever ſince, 
in vindicating, ſettling, and enlarging 
their Civil and Religious Rights, 
Mr. Bxow N has been pleas'd to ſay 
that Mr. ToLanD was proud of run- 
ning down three Kingdoms with one 


Pag. 122. croſs Queſtion, which is, How cax 4 


Man believe what he does not know? and 


he that does fo, knows not what he be- 
heves: 


ol - 
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lieves. © Now I would gladly be re- 
ſolv*d 'by him,” for whom the Magi/- 
trates are made unleſs for the People ? 
Were, they made for themſelves? or 
- whether the People were made for the 
| Magiſtrates? But he adds, that this Pag- 172, 
fort of Men deſerve to be lookd to, that 
their numbers grow formidable; and 
makes little doubr but heir deſign is at 
length to ſhew us, That all Dominion as Pag. 173- 
wel as Religion 1s founded in Reaſon. 
Let him aſſure himſelf they will never 
begin to ſhew that, for they have clear- 
ly prov*d it long ago. What Domi- 
* _nmionis not founded in Reaſon, muſt be 
doubtleſs unreaſonable, and conſe- 
ently Tyrannical. There was no- 
thing more reaſonable than for Men 
| firſt tounitethemſelvesinto Societiesfor 
their mutual Peace and Security againſt 
the Violence or Fraud of others; And 
as'reaſonable it was that they ſhould 
agree upon certain Rules, or frame 
Conſtitutions which were to be the 
}F KknownStandard of every bodies Afti- 
ons, and might ſerve for the Decifion 
of all their Differences, That there 
ſhould be Magiſtrates or indifferent 
{% Perſons appointed to preſerve thofe 
Do | Laws, 
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(not-] eaving every Man to b g phono 
Jud dar not Peg " fill. 
A t all due Foun = Opedi- 
ence ſhould, be to, thoſe Gover- 
nors by their Subjects, is whe moſt 
highly reaſonable; ſo that 1. fancy v 
muſt neceſſarily conclude -all 3 tuft Do- 

minion to be founded its rhe. "_; 
At length comes from_the North a 
finiſh'd Maſter of ſuch Politicks, and 
he doubts not but Mr. T'or a x Þ after 
all is a Jeſuir. But his Bogk utterly 
deſtroys all the Principles of Popery 
and Superſtition. * That's nothing ; for 
Jeſuits to unſettle-us will preach againſt 
their own Religion, Now it Mr.'F 0- 
LAND be a Feſait, he's certainly the 
moſt dangerous of the Order, and-be- 
un extremely betimes. He was: not 
ixteen. Years old when he became as 
zealous againſt Po oper) as he has ever 
ſince continu?d, and by God's Aſſiſtance 
always will do. From Redcaſtle near 
Londonderry he went \in 1687. to the 
College of __ in Scotlard ; and upon 
his departure rom it the Magiſtrates of 
that City gave him. Recommendatory 
LANES wherein they. took particular 
| notice 
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notice of his AﬀeCtion to the Proteſtant 
Religion. The day before the memo- 


rable Battle of the BOINE, he was 


created Maſter of Arts at Edenbargh, 
and receiv*d. the uſual Dzplonza or Cer- 
tificate from the Profeſſors; Then he 
came into Exglazd; and liv*d in as good 
Proteſtant Families'as any in the King- 
dom, till he went to. the famous Uni- 
verſity of Leydev in HOLLAND to 
perfect his Studies ; and upon his return 
from thence lodg*d in a private Houle at 
Oxford till about two Years ago he came 
to Lozaoz, where, *tis well known, his 
Company and Converſation were the 
fartheſt in the World from being Jeſu;- 
tical. Notwithſtanding the whole ſeries 
of his Education, as well as his :own 
Genius, did thus.run in the moſt op- 
poſite Channel to Popery ; yet in Ire- 
{and that malicious Report gain'd upon 
ſome few, becauſe his Relations were 


| Papiſts, and that. he happen'd to be fo 
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brought. up himſelf in his Childhood, 
which was no more an Action of his 


own, than that. he was born there; 


So his Countrymen treated him in this 
reſpect like his Majeſty's good Suh- 
jetts of Gaeryſey, who, when they are 

; B ith 
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in Fraxce are calPd Engliſh Rogues, 
and in Ezgland French Dogs. 

The laſt Effort, except the charge of 
Socinianiſm, to blaſt him, was to make 
him paſs for a rigid Nonconformiſt. 
Mr. ToLAanD will never deny but the 
real Simplicity of the Difſenters Wor- 
ſhip, and the ſeeming Equity of their 
Diſcipline ( into which being ſo young 
he could not diftinctly penetrate) did 
gain extraordinarily upon his AﬀeQRti- 
ons, juſt as he was newly deliver'd 
from the inſupportable Yoke of the 
moſt pompous and. Tyrannical Policy 
that ever enflav*d Mankind under the 
name or ſhew of Religion. But when 
greater Experience and more Years had 
a little ripen'd his Judgment, he eaſily 
perceiv*d that the Diiterences were not 
fo wide as to appear irreconcileable, or 
at leaſt, that Men, who were ſound 
Proteſtants on both ſides, ſhould barba- 
roufly cut one anothers Throats, or n- 
deed give any diſturbance to the Socie- 
ty about them. Ar as ſoon as he un- 
derſtood the late Heats and  Animoſt- 
ties did not totally (it at all) proceed 
from a Concern tor meer Religion, he 
alow'd himfelt a latitude in ſeveral 


+.. things, 


oo mg OE Oe y_ a arnoTg ne IT 


for Mr. Totany. 
things, that would have been matter 


of ſcruple to him before. His Travels 


increas'd, and the Study of Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Hiſtory perfe&ted this Diſpoſition, 
wherein he continues to tlus hour : for, 
whatever his own Opinion of thoſe 
Differences be, yet he finds fo eſſential 
an Agreetnent between the French, 
Dutch, Engliſh, Scotiſh, and other Pro- 
fteſtants, that he's reſoly*d never to loſe 
the benefit of an InſtruQive Diſcourſe 
in any of their Churches upon that 


ſcore; and it muſt be a Civil not a © 


Religious Intereſt that can engage him 
againſt any of theſe Parties, not think-= 
ing all their ptivate Notiotis wherein 
they diſagree worthendangering, much 
leſs ſubverting, the Publick Peace of a 
Nation. If this makes a Man a Nozcor- 
formiſt, then Mr. ToLanD is one un- 
QUERY: And ſo heis; it he thinks 
the Diſſenters ought not to be rholeſted 
in their Goods or Perſons, nor excluded 
f-om any of their Native Rights, be- 
cauſe they have a difterent Set of 
Thoughts from him or others; ſo long 
as none of their Principles are repug- 
. nant to good Governtnent, He be- 
lieves them likewiſe to be a true and 
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conſiderable part of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion (for they have demonſtrated 
themſelves to be ſtanch Patriots) not- 
withſtanding any Error or Weakneſs 
whereof they may be guilty in his 
Judgment. But this ſame reaſon will 
prove him as ſound a Member of the 
eſtabliſh*'d Church of Ezglaza ; being 
perſwaded the narrow Sentiments of a 
few about Communion is not any pro- 
feſt Dottrin of that Church : nor would 
there be any Separation from it in this 
Realm, were all others of his mind. 
"Tis viſible this Declaration is not made 
to curry favour with one (as many 
do) while in their Hearts they are de- 
voted to the other ſide. But Mr. T 0- 
LAND* Opinion being frequently de- 
manded as to this Point, he now de- 
livers it once for all ; for he will never 
condeſcend to court any body of Men 
with preference to all others, further 


than he ſees ground for it : and to this, 


as his ſettPd Judgment, he's refolv*d 
to adhere, tho it ſhould hazard the in- 
evitable ruin of his Fortune or Repu- 
tation with all Parties. 


.- "Atheiſm is now become ſo common 


--- an Accuſation in every Perſon's mouth, 


Meets Leu PREBEECIITY = or nm me nn > Mmp———_—_— 
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for Mr. Torand. | 
who. is difpleas*d at the Rudeneſs of 
others for not complimenting him with 
their Aflent to his Opinions, that, altho 
in-it ſelf it be the'moſt atrocious and 
unnatural Crime whereof a reaſonable 
Creature can be guilty, 'yet is" it not 
otherwiſe minded than-as a word of 
courſe which indicates a world of In- 
conſiderateneſs and 'Rancor. When 
Mr. ToLanD usd to be traduc'd in 
Ireland for Deiſm with many other Opi: 
nions, and his Friends demanded of his 
Accuſers where they made thoſe Difco- 
veries in his Writings, the ready An- 
{wer always was, that truly they had 
never read the Book, and by the Grace 
of God never would ; but that they re- 
ceived their Information from ſuch ag 
were proper Judges of the thing. O 
how inſeparable is Popery from Jeno- 
rance ! And what is the ſource of all 
Popery, but Implicit Belief where-ever 
it is found ? As to what the Author of 
the Letter toa Convocation-man ſays of 
a Congregation de propaganda Tafidel;- 
tate, no body needs be aſham'd of ſo 
good Company as the preſent Biſhop 
of Salwbary, . the late Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the Commons of Eng- 
B 3 land 
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land themſelves, whom he not only 
libels with moſt falſe and vile Inſinua- 
tions, but even his Majeſty's own Per- 
ſon asa Prince of no Religion, which 
none that had any Religion durſt ſay 
of a King who 1s ſo great a friend 
to it by his Patronage and Example. 
Mr. ToLanD was once writing an 
Anſwer to this Author ; but he laid 


aſide his Papers when he underſtood 


that ſuch able Men had undertaken 
him, as the Reverend Dr. W ax x; 
and the Ingenious Author of the Let- 
ter to a Parliament Man, 

But ſome People not being fatisfy'd, 
it ſeems, with all that paſt, and think- 
ing Mr. ToLanD ſhould never have 
enough ont, concluded at laft to bring 
his Book before the Par/iamevt. And 
therefore on Saturday the 14th day 
of Auguſt, it was mov'd in the Com- 
mittee. of Religion, that the Book en- 
tituPd Chriſtianity not Myſterious ſhould 
be brought beforethem, and according 
ly it was order*'d that the ſaid Book 
ſhould the Saturday following be 
brought into the Committee, That 
day the Committee fat not ; but the 
next Saturday, which was the 28:hday 


of 


for Mr. Tor and. 


of Auguſt, there met a very full Com- 
mittee, wherein this buſineſs was a 
great while debated. Several Perſons 
eminent for their Birth, good Qualities, 
or Fortunes, oppos'd the whole Pro- 
ceeding, being of opinion it was nei- 
ther proper nor convenient for them to 
meddle with 'a thing of that nature. 
But when this Point was without much 
Arsnment carryd againſt them, they 
inſifted that the Paſſages which gave 
Offence in the Book ſhould: be read ; 
fo thoſe wonderful Objections were 
made which are clear*d in the Letter 
fubjoird : and then the Committee was 
adjourn'd till the 4th of September, 
That day, after ſeveral Gentlemen had 
ſpoke to thoſe Objections, they urg'd 
at -laft, according to Mr. Toranps 
9wr defire, that he ſhould be calPd to 
anfwer in Perſon, to declare the Senſe 
of his Book, and his Deſign in writ- 
ins- it. But this favour being pe- 
remptorily deny*d, an Hoxourable Mem 
ber went to the Bar, and offer*d a Ler- 
ter to be read which he had receiv*d 
that Morning trom Mr. T or a ND, con- 
taining what Satisfaction he intended 
to give the Committee, had they thought 
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fit to let him ſpeak for himſelf, Bur 
this was likewiſe refus'd, andthe Com- 
”ittee came immediately to thoſe Re- 
ſolutions, to which the Houſe agreed 
after ſome Debate. on Thurſday fol- 


lowing being the 9th of September, viz. 


vores of That the. Book entitul'd Chrittianity 
the H. of ; 


not Myſterious, containing ſeveral 'He- 
retical Doerines contrary to the Chriſtian 
Religion . and. the eſtabliſh*d Church of 
Ireland, be pablickly burnt by the hands 
of the Common Hangman.. Likewiſe, 
That the Author thereof . Joan 'T 0- 
LAND be taken: into the Cuſtody of: the 
Serjeant at Arms ( which he took care 
to prevent) . ad be proſecuted by Mr. At- 
torney General for writing and publiſh- 
zug the ſaid Book. They order'd too 
that. an Addreſs, ſhould be made to. the 


Lords Juſtices to: give Direftions that no. 


more Copies of. that Book be brought into 
the Kzngdom, and to prevent the ſelling 
of thoſe alreagy imported, . Their Sen- 
tence was executed on, the Book the 
Saturday. following, . which was the 
11th of September, before the Parlia- 
ment=-Honſe Gate,.and alſo. in the open 
Street before the Town-hoaſe ; the She- 
riffs and all the Conſtables attending. - 
TS _ . One 
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for Mr. Torano. 

One very ſingular Paſſage we muſt 
not omit, which is, «that the ſame day 
the Book was to be condemni'd thers 
came abroad a printed Sheet, whereif, 
| to terrify any body from appearing 
publickly for Mr.. ToLanp, were 
contain'd. the following words : Now 
let thoſe conſider this, ſays the Writer of 
that Paper, whether within doors or with- 
out ;, and whether the Vindication or even 


uy 


the excuſing this Book or the Author, or A Letter 
the ridiculing or otherwiſe baffling the juſt, 9m Mr 


Toland's 


Proſecution or Cenſure of it and him, bt ook $0 
not truly the denying of our Saviour be- 7- C. Eilq; 
fore Men; and whether ſuch may not af" + 


ſarealy expect to be deny'd of him in the 
preſence of his Pather, and the haly An- 
gels, and all the World at the laſt day. 
This ſtrange Denunciation had- no' ef- 
fe&t upon thoſe who all along appear'd 
in Mr. ToLaNns behalf, tho much 
out-number*d by thoſe of the contrary 
Opinion, In the Commzrtee it wasmov*d 
by one that Mr. TolLanD himſelf 
ſhould-be burat, as by another that he 
ſhould be made to burn his Book with 
his own hands; and a third defir?d it 
ſhould be done before the Door of the 
Howſe, that he might have the pF 
; | - ſure 
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ſufe of treading the Aſhes under /his 
feet. | 
' Iforbear making any Remarks here 
either upon the defign of burning Books 
in-general, or this in particular ; nor 
will I thew, as well I might, how fruit- 
lefs this fort of proceeding has prov*d 
in all Apes, fince the Cuſtom was firſt 
introduc'd by the Popiſh Inquiſitors, 
who perform'd that Execution on the 
Book when they could not feize the 
Author whomthey had deftin'd to the 
Flames. Neither will T infiſt upon the 
t Stop and Difcouragement which 
this PraQticebriags to all Learning and 
Diſcoveries ; bur, without further Di- 
greffion, I ſhall now leave the Reader 
to peruſe Mr. TotanpD's Letter, and 
to judg for himſelf whether it would 
havegrven him fatisfaQtion, had hebeer 
z Member of the Howſe of Commons. 


for Mr. Tor anvp. 
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Mr. Toland's Letter to a Mem- 
ber of the Houſe of Commons in 


IRELAND, CC. 


Dublin, Septewb. 3. 1697, 


SIR, 


"Hen the Chriſtian Religion is 

' attack*d by Atheiftsand others, 
they conſtantly charge it with Contra- 
dittrow or Obſcurity; and Mr. FT o- 
LAND-'S defign in the Publication of 
his Book was to defend Chriſtianity 
_ from ſuch unjuſt Tmputations, as he 
more than once declares in his Preface, 
and as he thinks it every Chriſtian's 
Duty to do, according to his Ability 
or Opportunity. If we might judg 
of his Performance by his profeſt Tn- 
tentions, we ſhould conclude it to be 
extraordinary good ; but we muft on 
the other hand reckon it as bad, if, 
without further Examination, we: re- 
gard' the ſtrange Out-cries that = 
made 


2 


28 


An AroLOGY., 

made againſt it both from the Pulpit 
and the Preſs. That a Man ſhould be 
run down becauſe it is the faſhion, or 
by ery a Perſons,and ſuch as are in- 
fluenc'd by *em, is.nothing ſtrange; for 
one way or other the like happens eve- 
ry day: but that a Book ſhqujd be 
condemn'd by wholeſale, without 
aſſigning the particular Faults or Mi; 
takes an it, and. by many that never 
read it, is viſibly unjuſt. What has 
contributed to make Mr. Toland 
(whom geither his. Age, nor Fortune, 
nor Preferment renders formidable) 
the Object of ſo much Heat and:Noiſe, 
and. after what manner his Enermes of 
all forts have treated him under a-zeal- 
ous, pretence, . he's like very  ſpeedil 

to: inform. ſuch -of the World :as wil 
pleaſe to concern themſelves. -.-But not 
conſidering the Honourable Heeſe of 
Commons, or your ſelf in particular, 
among the number of. his Adverſaries 
but as his Judges, he thinks convenient 
to clear thoſe few: Points which' are 


reported to afford matter of Exception 


to ſome in the Committee of Relzgion. 
But, before this be done, he deſires that 
two or three Particulars may be'a little 
confider'd, ; Mr, 


”mﬀ 
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Mr. ToLanD, in the firft place, is 


of opinion it portends much Happineſs. 


to the Nation, that the Commons (who 
have all the right imaginable to-it) 


ſhould take the cognizance of: ſuch 


things into their own Hands, And tho 
his Book ſhould, as it's very probable; 
happen to fall under their Cenſure, yet 


his love to: Mankind cannot but make 


him extremely pleas'd with: the Cons 
ſequences he foreſees muſt neceſſarily 


follow from ſuch an authentick Prece- 


dent in this Country, where it was 
moſt peculiarly wanting.” Nor does 


he think it more reaſonable for hin to ]. 
| be angry at his private ill luck, than it 
would be for ſome to be out of love 


with Parliaments themſelves ( which 
is the beſt Conſtitution in the Unt- 
verſe) becauſe they are mi/taken ſome- 
times, and that an A&t is repead in 
one Sefſion which was eſtablifh*d in 
another ; not conſidering that ſuch an 
Inconvenience is infinitely overbal- 
khnc'd by ſeveral excellent Laws, and 


' by the Remedy that may likewiſe be 


had to this pretended Diforder from 

that very Court; . upon better Informa- 

tion or Temper. | | - 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, Mr. ToranpD does not 

complain that he alone in the Kingdom 
is diſturb'd for his Opinion, -but is 
heartily glad that no more are trou- 
bPd upon | that account. For as he 
takes Perſecution to be ons of the chief 
Marks and Pillars of the Amtichriſtian 
Charch, ſo he looks upon an impartial 
Liberty of writing and ſpeaking what- 
ever is not deſtructive of Czvil Soctety, 
to be the greateſt advantage of any 
Country, whether the Learning, or the 
Commerce, or the very Peace and 
Tranquillity thereof be confider'd: 

Left out in © Yet it cannot but look mighty odly +. 

_ _ « to indifferent Perſons, that all the 

"at "2* & Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſh'd 
« Church, that the my who per- 
« yert Chriſtianity it ſelf, that ſeveral 
« declar'd Socinian, ay and Jacobite 
« Pamphlets ſhould eſcape the burning 
« Zeal of thoſe, who ſo furiouſly pro- 
& ſecute one young Man = or the 
& ſuſpetted Conſequences of his Book, 
« asif the very Being or Deſtruction 
« of all Religioz depended upon the 
« fate of him, or his Writings. 

Thirdly, As for the Errors com- 

monly laid to Mr. ToLanp's charge, | 


they 


they are ſo various and inconſiſtent 
with one another, that no Man of or- 
dinary ſenſe could poſſibly hold them 


all ata time ; and being credited by his | 


Enemies without book, he may with 
more Juſtice deny than they can affirm 
them. He's not therefore oblig'd to 
take notice of any thing but what is 
_ alledg'd in formal words, or plainly 
inferr?d from his Book. Indeed ſome 
Conſequences an Author might not 
perceive, which ſhould render him the 
more excuſable; but Mr. For and 
confeſſes he foreſaw ſeveral Confſe- 
—__ of his Book, even to part of 
the Oppoſition with which it has 
met, tho not that (after the Pulpits, 
_ Preffes, and Juries) the Commons of 
Ireland ſhould likewiſe honour it with 
their Animadverſion. 

Now what is ſaid to have been ob- 
jected in the Committee is, Firſt, That 
the very Title CHRISTIANITY 
NOT MYSTERIOUS 1s Here- 
tical. Whether the Committee de- 
crees a new or declares an old Flereſy, 
Mr. Fotanp neither knows nor 1s 
much concern'd to underſtand, being 


conſcious to himſelf of neither. If the 
| Title 
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Title be: made: good in the Book, ?tis 
, orthodox or ſound enough ; and if not; 
_ yet he's {till co ſeek for the Hereſy of it; 
4 97: -< If it bean old Opinion; others would 
al Copy. © gladly be informd in which Century 
& it was firſt taught; who the Author 
&« of it might be, or by what Councl it 
« was condemn'd: and if it be anew 
«© Notion, they deſire likewiſe to know 
« whether the Houſe of Commons alone 
« can decree it Hereſy, being yet per- 
&« feet ſtrangers to any ſuch Power 
& claim'd by that, Honourable Body. 
But *tis- affirn*d that by his Tzz#/e he 
rejeas the Myſteries of the Goſpel. If 
by Myſteries be meant the Dottrines 
themſelves; he. denies none of them ; 
but that after Revelation they are not 
myſterious or obſcure,. he ſti]] maintains 
for the Honour of Chriſtianity. A 
great many without doors very wiſely 
conclude that he belteves not the Doc- 
trines, becauſe he thinks they are plarn, 
and therefore the more credible; for 
that's all he means by zor. myſterions. 
But ſome People, otherwiſe credulous -Þ | 
enough, believe no body capable of ren-. 
dring that clear and eaſy, which-to 
themſelves ſeems difficult or inſupers- 
c 


+ 
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ble; 
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Tt was likewiſe. obje&ed- that he: 


makes a doubt whether the Scriptures 


be of Divine Authority, That- bare. 


Expreſſion, IF the Goſpel be: really the 
Word of Goa, .1mports no ſuch matter, 
but very trequently the contrary; as for 
example, 1f the Goſpel be true this frame 
of the World ſhall be diſſolu'd, which. is 
not to queſtion, but more emphatically 
to aſſert the truth of the Propoſition. 
But this, I confeſs, is nothing to the caſe 
before us. 'The words in the Conclu- 
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ſion. of the Book are theſe, Nothing con-.Pag. 170: 


tradiftory or inconceivable, however made 
an Article of Faith, can be containd in 
the. Goſpel, if it be really the Word. of 
God : for T have hitherto argu'd only up- 
on this Suppoſition, for the Reaſon to be 


" ſeen towards the end of the Preface. The 


ſenſe of the words then muſt be de- 
termin'd by. that Reaſon; and the Paſ- 
ſage referr'd ton the Prefaceis this, viz; 


I the following Diſcourſe which is the firſt vref:p.24. 


of three, &c. the Divinity of the New 
Teftament is taken for granted. In the 
next Diſcourſe, &c. I attempr & particu« 
lar. and rational Explanation of the re- 
puted Myſteries of the Goſpel. And in 
the third; T1 —_— the Verity of 
| C Dia 
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Divine Revelation againſt Atheiſts and all 
Enemies of Reveald Religion, Now 1s 
it not ſomething ſtrange that a- Man 
{hould queſtion what he takes for 
granted, and which the Method he 
follow'd would not permit him to 
prove before his time, that is, not-form 
the Concluſion before the Premiſles ? 
In one place he poſitively affirms the 


. Scriptures to contain the brighteſt Cha- 


radters of Divinity; but that the force 
of Calumny may _ appear, 


let this other Paſſage of the ſame Book 


be conſidered : What we diſcoursd 'of 
Reaſon before, ſays he, and Revelation 
now being duly weigh'd, all the Dorines 
and Precepts of the New Teſtament (if 


it be indeed Divine) muſt conſequently 


agree with Natural Reafow and our own 
ordinary Ideas, THIS every conſiderate 
and well-difpos*d Perſon will find by the 
careful peruſal of it, and whoever under- 
takes this 'T ask will confeſs the Goſpel not 
to be HIDDEN from as, -nor afat off ; 
but wery nigh us in our Mouths and in 
our HEARTS. But this whole Chap- 
ter muſt have been tranfcrib'd, were all 
that's to our purpoſe 1n it to be nicely 
quoted.;. for every word of -it from 
pavy + N*? 22. 


for Mr. ToLand. 35 

N® 22. to the end, is a Juſtification 
of- the Method and Stile of the New 
Teſtament, Yet leſt any ſuſpicion of 
Fallacy might remain where the Par- 
ticle 1F occurs, I demand what Decla- 
ration can be conceiv'd. in ſtronger 
terms than the fallowing Paſſage ? for 
yau ſhall be troubPd with no more, 
tho T might eaſily cite forty others re- 
lating to this Head, The words are, 
Whether or no Chriſtianity is myſterious pag. 88, 
ought to be naturally decided by the New 
Teſtament, wherein the Chriſtian Faith is 
originally contaiwd, T heartily deſire to 
put the Caſe upon this Iſſue, 1 appeal to 
this Tribunal; for did I not infinitely pre- 
fer the Truth I learn from theſe ſacred 
Records to all other Conſiderations, [1 
ſhould never aſſert that there are no Myſ- 
teries in C hriſtjanity. The Scriptures 
heve engag*d me in this Error, þ zt be 
one ; and 1 will ſooner be reputed Hetero- 
aox with theſe only on my ſide, than to 
paſs for Orthodox with the whole World, 
and have them againſt me. 

It was likewiſe objeQted that Mr. 
Torand ſhew'd nor a due Reſpe&t 
to. CHRIST, becauſe he always ſtiles 

him in hi Book barely CHRIST, or 
: | 2 | at 
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Ee -\ =Wi Hoſt on! JESUS CHRIST. If this 


PRE -2Þ B any DiſreſpeQ, the moſt Orthodox 
Kang pp Divines areas puilty of it in their Writ- 

9: hes; and the Apoſtles themſelves ſpeak 
' of him without any additional Titles a 
great many times in the Gofpel. *Tis 
otherwiſe, I grant, when ſome ſpecial 
occafion requires them to be more 'Ex- 
1. preſs; and when Mr. ToLanD Was 
= declaring the Head of his'Church; he 
& 770 hy : mh :p26-fays,. 1 am neither of Paul, nor of Ce- 


ZÞ JESUS CHRIST alone, whois the Au- 
: thor and Finiſher of my Faith, And 
| . 'here I cannot 'forbear admiring how 

Mr. ToLanp: ſhould be deen''d an 
Arian or Socinian, ſeewg, for ought ap- 

_ pears 1n his Book, he ma bl lay a better 
Claim to any other Se except the 
Papifts, than to them ; for theſe three 
are the enly Parties he oppoſes by 
name. Burt if his Religion 1s to be re- 
ally diſcover*d by his Book, tis utterly 
impoſſible he ſhould be either an Arian 
or Socinian. They both of *em (from 
difterent Notions) believe JESUS 
-CHRIST to be a meer Creature 
God, which Mr. ToLanp' does not ; 
and, to mend one Abſurdity by . a 


phas, zor of Apollos, but of the Lord 


greater, 


 thole Pieces. 
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gion) 1 an miſtaken if either they of 
rhe' Arians can make their, Notions of 8 nes 


to declare his Sentiments relating to 
CHRIST's Perſon, that and the other 
particular DoQrines of the Goſpel be- 
ing the SubjeCt of the ſecond and third 
Books he promiſes, and by which alone 
his Conformity or Difſent with the 
Common Chriſtianity is to' be difcern'd. 
Nor had his Adverfaries from the Preſs 
run.into ſo many groſs Miſtakes, and 
been at the trouble of ſeveral no leſs il 
unhappy than needleſs ConjeQures, = 
had they but Patience or Phlegm e- 1 
nough to attend the Publication. of 
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It was.objetted: alſo that he ſlighted 
the Sacraments (which is a term he 
never uſes) by making them bare Ce- 
remonies, Thathe calPd em any where 
meer Ceremonies he abſolutely denies, 
tho he now affirms with all Chriſtians, 
that the Aftions of breaking Bread and 
waſhing with Water are as much Cere- 
monial under the New. Teſtament, as 
Circumciſion or the Paſſover were under 
the O/d. But when Mr. Tortanp 
had a juſt occaſion to mention the S4- 
craments, tho not to declare his Opinion 
concerning their Nature or Efficacy, 
*tis evident he ſpeaks there of thoſe 
numerous Ceremonies of Human Inſti- 
tution which were added to *em by the 
miſtaken Zeal or Prudence of the Pri- 
Paz. 153- mitive Chriſtians, who, as he ſays, not 
having the leaft Precedent for any Cere- 
monies from the Goſpel, excepting Bap- 
riſm and the Supper, ſtrangely diſguis'd. 
and transformed theſe by allin to them 
the Pagan Myſtick Rites ; and of theſe 
appending Ceremonies he gives a large 
Catalogue in that Chapter. But he's 
ſo far from making any compariſon be- 
tween Chriſtianity and the Orgies of 
BAaCccHus, as was likewiſe alkdg s, 
that 
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that on the contrary he ſeverely handles 
thoſe who blended ſuch Corruptions 

with pure Chriftianity, Thus, ſays he, pag, 153. 
leſt Simplicity, the nobleſt Ornament of 
the Trath, ſhould expoſe it to the Con- 
rempt ' of Unbelievers, Chriſtianity was 
put upon an equal level with the Myſteries 
of CERES, or the Orgies of BACCHUS. 
'Fo this may be added another Paſſage, 

where he affirms he could draw his Paral- pp, 162, 

tel between Heatheniſm and thoje early Su> 163- 
perſtitions much larger, to ſhew how Chriſ- 
tianity became myſterious, and how ſo Di- 
wine an Inſtitution ara, through the Craft 
and Ambition of Prieſts and Philoſophers, 
degentrate into meer Paganiſm. Here, 
you ſee, ?tis not the Chriſtian Religion, 
but the unwarrantable Addzt:ons to it, 
wherein JESUS CHRIST -never had 
© any hand, which he compares with the 
Myſteries of CERES nor the Orgres of 
Baccayus. And what, pray, 1s the 
main body of the Popiſh, Eaftern, or 
other Superſtitions, but the conti- 
nuance of thoſe Rites of Heathen or 
Jewiſh Original which Mr. Tor anD 
juftly- explodes ? Or-is any body: that 
draws'a Parallel] between Heatheniſm 
and ''Popery - thought diſaffetted ro 
*C 4 Chriltt- 
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4 Avroalo3y 
Chriſtianity 2. Indeed . profeſ/# or. :diſ- 
guis'd Papiſts will accuſe hyn of ſuch a 
Crime, but.no #xder/t anding. Proteſtant 
can ever be guilty of ſo much Weak- 
neſs. © RIG! . 

- ?Tis poſſible more.Exceptions were 
made 'to'.Mr. ToLanD's Book in the 
Committee, or theſe not-all in this Or- 
der ; but theſe were all whereof he 
could inform himſelf, and of which he 
gives the moſt compendious and fati(- 
factory account he can : being as ready 
to do the fame in relation to all other 
Objections that ſhall fairly come to his 
knowledg.*: The greateſt Hardſhip he 
complains of is, that,” being an Inhabi- 
tant of -Eg/ad, he ſhould be moleſted 
in Ireland ( where he was only. fortui- 
touſly born) for a Book he: publiſh'd 
in-another Country. His Errand hi- 
ther, God knows, - was neither to' pro- 
pagate nor receive any DoErines, new 
or old ; and'as he was far from ever 
deſigning to fix his conſtant Reſidence 
heve, .ſo he thinks'himſelf liable to-be 
diſturb*d 1n any other place, whither 
his Curiofity or Bulineſs may lead him, 
as in.this Kingdom! which is a way of 
proceeding hitherto unheard of in the 
' td RW : World. 


u—_ 


for Mr, ToLlano 
World, I ſhall give you no further 
trouble when I have told you,. that I 
reſolve always ta*continue an unalter- 
able Friend - to Liberty, an Advocate 
for Religiay without Superſtition, a 
true Lover of my Country, and in par- 
ticular, Szr,. your moſt humble Ser- 
vant, 


TOHN TOLAND. 


Here was enough faid in the pre- 
| ceding Letter, concerning the 
Socinianiſm aid to Mr. Tolanp's 


# 


Charge; .and I doubt very much whe- 


ther now there be any Socinians in 
Ezeland; T am ſure, no conſiderable 
Body :of them ; for the Theology of 
the Unitarians, who: vulgarly paſs un- 
der, that name, 1s very different; from 
that. of Socinus, - But theſe Unita- 
r:ans none of their: Jateſt Prints:dif- 
own any Service intended their Cauſe 
by Mr. ToianD's Book; and. all 
Sefts, we-know, are ready upon, the 
leaſt-apparent Conformity FO AVE 
"ey Bt, | tnelr 
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their own Numbers, eſpecially with 
ſuch as they ſeem to value for their 
Learning or other Qualifications. In 
The Agreement of the Unitarians with the 
Catholick Cherch occurs the following 
Paragraph, © The (Biſhop of Wor- 
« ceſter's) eighth and tenth Chapters, 
« are employ'd in oppoſing, and, as 
« he thinks, 1n expoſing and ridiculing 
<« ſome Interpretations of a few Texts 
& of Scripture by the Upztariazs ; and 
« attacking a few Paragraphs in 
« Mr. Toranp's Book, Chriſtianity 
&« zot Myſterious. IT know not what it 
« was to his Lordſhip's purpoſe to fall 
« upon Mr. ToLanD's Book. But 
&« -it he would heeds attack the'Book, 
<« he ſhould have dealt fairly. He 
&« ſhould have diſcuſs'd the mam Ar- 
« gument 1n it, and not carpt'-only at 
& a-few Paſſages; and thoſe-too fo 
« mangrd and deform'd by his- Re- 
« preſentation of them, that I dare to 
<. affiem Mr. T o1, and does notknow 


__ his'own Book in the Biſhop's Repre- 
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* ſentation of it. ''T do not perceive, 
«0:4 truly, -but that Book ſtill 
&: in its full ftrength; if it has 
& not alſo acquir'd 'a farther Reputa- 

be ** tion, 


_ nerally ſupported by Violence an 


for Mr, ToL and. 


< tion, by occaſion of. this ſa unſucy 
& ceſsful nibling at it. But ſuppoſe 
& the Biſhop had'difarm*d the Geztle- 
« man, what is that to as ? Do we offer 
«© this Book againſt the Trinity of the 
©« Realiſt ? i as it written with Inten- 
& tron to ſerve us? Does it contain any 
& of our Allegations from Reaſon, againſt 
« the Trinity of Pliloponus, Joachim, 
« ad Gentilis? We deſire him to an- 
« {wer to the Reaſons in our own 
& Books againſt the Trinity of the Tri- 
&« theiſts, But to theſe he fays not a 
« word, bur only falls upon Mr. T o- 
* LAND'S Book ; zz which, or for which 
« we are not in the leaſt concern'd. Nor 


_ < do I think the Learned and Inge- 


« nious Author will hold himſelf to be 
&« intereſted to defend:that Chriſtianity 
« zot Myſterious with which his Lord- 
« ſhip preſents us. So far that cele- 
brated h; xr em 1/ound Fade 
A good Temper and ſou a 
aluath £0 bx. wih and if the abſence 
of the former be no Demonſtration 
that the latter is alſo. wanting, yet 
queſtionleſs it creates a very reaſonable 
{uſpicion of it; for a bad Cauſe. is ge 
ill 
Arts, 
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Arts, while TRUTH eftabliſhes it 
ſelf only by Lenity and; Perſwaſion. 
This 1s ſo certain that when an und1ſ- 
cerning Perſon happens to be engag'd 
on the right fide, and employs Force 
or Calumny 1n its defence, 'we always 
find he does it infinitely more harm 
than good. That ſuch as receive Gain 
or Honour by any thing ſhould op- 
poſe thoſe who. go about to deſtroy it, 
tho with defign to introduce a better 
in the room of 'it, is no great wonder 
thoit be manifeſtly unjuſt. - Thus the 
Silverſmiths of Epheſus headed b 
DEMETRIUS rais'd a mighty: Turmuſt 
againſt the Apoſtle Paur for ruin- 
ing their Trade, which, was ſolely 
maintain*d by Lies and Impoſtures at 
the expence of 'the Peoples Credulity. 
The Primitive Chriſtians were rtepre- 
ſented by the Heathen Prieſts as Athe- 
iſtical, Rebellious, Tnceſtuous, and in 
a word, polluted with all manner of 
Wickedneſs and Impiety ; by which 
nefarious Artifices they procur'd' thoſe 
innocent Perſons'to be cruelly perfecu- 
ted with Infamy, Confifcation, and 
Death 1t- ſelf in all its ſhapes. The 
Waldenſes, Wicelififts, Huffites, ya” 
© 7 p ; y a Gs 7 f rit 


; " Thould be aſhanvd to inntate, He 
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firſt Reformers were treated after the 
ſame manner by the Church of Romze.; 
and when they could not ſeize their 
Perſons, they never faiPd to load *em 
with horrid, black, and monſtrous 
Aſperſions, that they 'might not | be 
wanting to prejudice *em all manner 
of ways, as if this had been the very 
Method preſcrib'd in the Goſpel to re- 
duce the Erroneous. Thus we read 
ſuch accounts of LuTtaer and Cal- 
vin's Lives publiſh'd by the Mozks 
_ of thoſe Times, as paint *em worſe 
than Devils, and that make their 
DoQrine as different from what we 
know it to be, as the Hiſtorians were 
of #4, ei . 

T am ſorry to obſerve among us 
any Remains of that implacable* arid 
bitter Spirit, tho 'ſuch as diſtinguiſh 
_ themſelves by their eminent Vertues 
retain no tin&ture of ſo'mean and baſe a 
' Diſpoſition: The CharaGer which that 
moſt excellent Perſon the late Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury has left on Record 
"of the Sgci2tans (when he was ſtre- 
nuouſly arguing againſt their Opinions) 
_ ought US « Model which no body 


did 
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4 AvroLocr' 


did nat think to lefſen his own Repu- 
tation; or to hurt his Cayſe, when he 
frankly acknowledg'd them to: be 4 
Pattern of the fair way of diſputing, 


Fo Ceri: and debating matters of Religion with- 


againſt the .Q ids | 
- any out Heat «nd anſeemly Reflections upon 


P« 57, 58. their Adverſaries, T hey generally argae 


matters with that Temper and Gravity, 
fays he, . end with that freedans from 
Paſſion and Tranſport which becomes a 
ſerious aud weighty Argument * and far 
the moſt part they teaſon cloſely and 
clearly, with extraordinary guard and 
caution, with great dexterity and decen- 
<; and yet with ſmarineſs and ſubtlety 
enough, with a wery gentle heat and 
few hard words : Vertges to be praigd 
whereever they are found, yea even in 
an Enemy, and very worthy our Imita- 
#i0z. Yet this great Man, who fo 
candidly repreſents his Adverfaries,was 
himſelf moſt ſcurrilouſly and unwor-' 
thily handPd by his own and the 
Enemies of the Government. - And 
here I. muſt do Juſtice to Dr. PayNnE 
lately deceas'd, who, as he. tells the 
World in his Letter to the Biſhop of 
Rocheſter, was delir'd by his Grace the 


preſent Arch-biſhop of Canterbury to 


anſwer 
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anſwer | Mr. Toirany; and why 
ſhould not every body that thinks him 
in the wrong take the ſame liberty of 
writing againft him, as he did to pub- 
liſh his Thoughts before? Now if 
Mr. T ot anp's own Fudgment ought 
to be receiv?d in this caſe, the or 
has in his two Sermons faid more 
againſt him than” the Biſhop of Wor- 
ceſter, Mr. Nokr1's, the Anonymous 
Oxonian, the Author of rhe Occaſional 
Paper, Mr. BeverLy, Mr. Gail- 
HARD, Mr. BRownN E, Or any other 
Anſwerer; and yet inſtead of treat- 
ing him like a Dominican Inquiſitor, 
he uſes, with ſome little warmth, fuch 
Grave and Chriſtian Language as 
ſhews his Metropolitan's Judgment 
and Moderation in pitching upon him, 
- as well as his own Skill and Sincerity 
in the management of his Truſt, 


« We muſt hold this Myftery of 


« Faith, fays Dr. Payne ( ſpeaking 
« to his Auditory) with a Chriſtian 
« good Temper, and not loſe that while 
« wearecontending for the other ; nor 
« kt our Contentions grow ſo warm 
« and intemperate, '{o herce and cruel, 
*- as to forget and violate the- plain 
* Mo- 
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« Morals of Chriſtianity, while we 
&« are over earneſtly. diſputing for the 
&« Faith of it ; or perhaps ozly for ſome 
&« falſe and miſtaken, or at leaſt ſome 
& uſeleſs Opinions, and over-nice and 
& {ubtle Controverſies about it; This 
« has been the fault of thoſe wha 
& have contended more for Viftory 
& than Truth, and more for their own 
& Credit and Vain-glory than the 


*. Chriſtian Faith; who tho they may * 


& be inthe right, as *tis-ten to one 
&« that they are not (for Truth ſeldom 
& dwells with ſuch a. Spirit of Rage, and 
& Pride, and Paſſion, but rather with 4 
« , quite other Temper) yet they great- 
« ly diflerve the Cauſe they fo un- 
& quly manage. - And as they are ne- 
& 'yer like to convince their Adverſa- 


&: ries, ſo they give others juſt ground 


&* ro ſuſpeCt that they ſupply want of 
« better Reaſon and ſtronger Arguments 
« with weak and. zmpotent Calumny, 
« with undecent 'and unbecoming Re- 


« fleftions, This 1s as Criminal and 


<« as, Unchriſtian as the Error or the 


« Hereſy they are ſo zealous againſt ; 
& and *tis to be doubted *ts_ rather « 
« falſe Fire and a hypocritical gal, not 
« $ | OG wo. > <p + Wn «C for 
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& for the. Cauſe of God ſo much as their 
« own; and that this is kindPd not 
« from the Altar, bat ſome other place, 
« ard blown up by ſome private PIQUE 
& and ſiniſter Deſigns, that thus blazes 
<« out to ſuch an qutrageous degree as 
« toconſume and deſtroy, not only zts 
F Adverſaries it 1t were in its power, 
« but even the moſt vital and ſab- 
« ſtantial Parts of Chriſtianity, even 
& Peace, Love, and Charity; and con- 
&. tends for the Chriſtiaz Faith with 
< ſuch a moſt Dzabolical and Unchriſti- 
« an Temper, This 1s very far from 
« the Spirit of Chriſt and Chriſtiant- 
« ty; and however precious the Faith 
& be, yet the Apoſtle tells us, if we 
& had all Faith, and underſtood all My(- 
« feries, and all Knowleds, yet without 
« Charity we are nothing, however great 
« we may be in our own Thoughts, 
& And ſuch a Zeal of Sowrneſs and 
<« Bitterneſs, as zt 7s generally without 
« Kyowlede, ſo it is always without Re- 
« 1:gi0n; and tho it hold the Myſtery of 
& Faith (and do not rather pervert 
« and corrupt it ) yet, to be ſure, this 
« is not, according to the Apoltle's 
& Advice, iz 4 pure Conſcience, 
| There 


Ar APOLOGY 


There needs no more to be added in 
this place but a ſincere acknowledg- 
ment from Mr. Toranvp, that (not- 
withſtanding any Prejudices he may 
be ſuppos'd to entertain againſt Ire- 
land) he met there, and had the ho- 
nour. to be acquainted with a great 
many worthy Gentlemen ,  whdb 
by their extraordinary Parts, Educa- 
tion, and Vertues, merit to be diftin- 
ouh'd in any Country of the World. 
He knows Greral Men and Women 
(and doubtleſs there are or ſhould be 
more) who don't confine all Salva- 
tion to the narrow Limits of a Se, 
nor miſtake the affeted Phraſes of 
any Party for the only true _ 
zity : who neither hate nor deſpiſe 0- 
thers for differing from them in -Op-- 
anion, no more than in Features or 
Complexion ; knowing: that no body 
can believe as he pleaſes, and it were 
the higheſt Injuſtice to expect a Man 
ſhould profeſs with his Mouth what 
in his Heart he deteſts : Perſons who 
can live eaſily with all Men, as being 
of one Race, and fellow-Citizens of 
' the ſame World; not denying any 

body the liberty of - improving the 
Hap- 


z & 
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Happineſs of the Society. by his In- 


vention, :Learning, Induſtry, or Ex- 
ample : And who, in a word, -are nat 
willing -to: depriye themſelves of real 


-and certain Advantages for the fake 


of uncertain, conteſted, or uſeleſs Spe- 


exlations;; as if one that wants 1t ſhould 


Teje&t 'the ' profer*d Service - of an 
honeſt and able Accountant, :becauſe 


he believes not a: World:/:in the Moon ; 


or riot allow an Ingenious Man's Con- 


verfation. .to. be. agreeable, for' ridi- - 
culing the Fable of '$t. PATRIER*S 


Purgatory. As for the Pablick Peace, 
which 1s pretended to be endanger*d 
by a TOLERA TION, it has been 
diſturb'd or fubverted in-all' Ages and 
Places of the World, not either by 
Conſcientious or Enquiring Men, but 
by thoſe who 'no leſs dogmatically 
than tyrannically izzpoſeupon their Un- 
derſtandings; and who, in ſpite of 
all their Diſguiſes, . appear to be much 
more concern'd for SOVERAIGNTY 
than REFORMATION, Tis like- 
wiſe ckar as the Sun they . were 
Mr. ToLanD's Enemtes that made, 
or continue all the needleſs ſtir about 
his Book, and not his Friends, who 

| | only 
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only acted defenſively for the Comics 
| Liberty of Mankind, but not upon: his 
= private account, Nor does he. ( who, 
= one would think, ſhould know it beſt) 
=: believe any Perſons in Ireland or elfe- 
where favour?d him a jot the more 
for writing that Treatiſe; and if they * 
did, he was never yet inforn'd of this * 
acceſſory Kindneſs either by them- _ 
* # ſelves, or others by their Deputarion. : 
neither does he make returns of Love 
| « or Reſpe&t to any body living upon 
this meer Conſideration; | 
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